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CONFIDENTIAL PANAMA 2159 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: RBAK, PN, US 
SUBJ: STATE 072370 

1) MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND PLANNING TOLD ME TODAY 

( APRIL 18) THAT HE WOULD DISCUSS VESCO CASE WITH HEAD 
OF BANCO NACIONAL AND BANKING COMMISSION. HE SAID GOP 
WOULD WANT TO COOPERATE BUT THAT THIS WAS FIRST HE HAD 
HEARD OF POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES OF VESCO IN PANAMA AND HE 
DID NOT KNOW TO WHAT EXTENT HE COULD COOPERATE UNDER 
BANKING LAW. 

2) I GAVE MINISTER THE LIST OF COMPANIES CONTAINED 
PARA 3 ( D) REFTEL AND HE SAID THAT HE WOULD TRY TO 
DETERMINE WHETHER ANY OF THEM HAVE OR ARE ATTEMPTING TO 
MAKE DEPOSITS IN PANAMA. 

SAYRE 
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